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Valley reminded of groundwater
sustainability deadlines
A failure to meet the deadlines of
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) could lead to
state intervention in the management of Salinas Valley groundwater,
Sam Boland-Brien of the State Water Resources Control Board announced during the second Salinas
Valley Groundwater Stakeholder forum on Sept. 8.
The SGMA mandates the formation of groundwater sustainability
agencies by June 30, 2017 for priority basins like Salinas.
Such agencies are required to
adopt a groundwater sustainability
plans by 2020.
Boland-Brien also discussed the
groundwater law and pushed for coordination among groundwater sustainability agencies in the basin.
The next Groundwater Stakeholder forum is Nov. 14 from 5:307:30 p.m. in Sherwood Hall at 940 N
Main Street. All meetings are open
to the public.
—Aylin Woodward

Look for low-flying helicopter
in south San Joaquin Valley
The U.S. Geological Survey and
the California State Water Resources Control Board, has contracted a helicopter to collect and
document geophysical measures in
San Joaquin Valley starting Sept. 30
and lasting one to two weeks.
The survey focuses on Lost Hills,
Buttonwillow and Cawelo with further surveying along the San Andreas Fault near Parkfield (see the
map for details).
SkyTEM ApS, an airborne geophysical company, is leading the effort, which entails flying in a pattern
low to the ground. Survey data will
help scientists map groundwater salinity and faults.
—Aylin Woodward

Taylor Farms becoming
a leader in sustainability
Taylor Farms has partnered with
REC Solar to install a 1 MegaWatt solar panel array at its Gonzales facility.
This project allows Taylor Farms
to offset the cost of their energy consumption by more than 25% at highperformance periods.
In the past, Taylor has worked
with REC Solar to create sustainable
and cost-effective energy sources at
their Salinas site. Now that the Gonzales site is complete, REC Solar will
continue to work with Taylor Farms
at their facilities in Tracy and Dallas.
REC Solar is a California-based
solar company that specializes in
helping businesses design and implement solar technology.
—Sarah McQuate
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‘Head, heart, ha
health’ lead to h
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For starters, 4-H
is more than raising
animals. Just ask Lorin Hofmann-Lurz.
She is quick to point out the other
aspects of the organization, which
stands for “head, heart, hands and
health.”
Hofmann-Lurz is 4-H youth development program representative at the
UC Agriculture and National Resources Cooperative Extension Monterey County in Salinas. She has held
the position just shy of three years.
Her role is overseeing 4-H at the traditional club level.
That means she makes sure 4-H initiatives and goal requirements set by
4-H of California are being met.
Among those goals are leadership, citizenship and healthy living. Many of
today’s Salinas Valley leaders were
4-H members, Hofmann-Lurz said.
“There’s a wealth of history here in
this program,” she said.
It’s not uncommon to see the sons
and daughters of 4-H alumni enter the
program.
As a youth, Hofmann-Lurz was a
4-H Club member in Lodi.
“For me, 4-H allowed me to try simple things I would not have done at
home and helped me with my speaking
skills,” she said.
The experience led her to encourage her daughters (now 15 and 23) to
join 4-H. Her daughters’ experiences
in 4-H led her to take her current job.
Before becoming involved in 4-H
administration, Hofmann-Lurz had a
career in radio and TV broadcasting.
After taking time off to raise her
daughters, she looked for a new venture.
“I felt the time was right to go back
to work and guide other families who
wanted a 4-H experience that led to a
path to a successful young adult,” she
said.
4-H, administered by the National
Institute of Food and Agriculture of
the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
started in California 103 years ago.
The first Salinas Valley 4-H Club was
started in the 1930s.
Nationally, 4-H was born in 1902
with the work of several people in different parts of the U.S. The idea was to
offer practical and hands-on learning,
and to make public school education
more connected with rural life. Early
programs focused on instructing rural youth in improved farming and
home-making practices.
In 1914, the Smith-Lever Act creat-
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Now that it’s harvest time, celebrate a

